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HOPE WITHOUT 
BORDERS
Thank you for opening these pages and 
journeying with us from Australia to Eastern 
Europe, where hope and heartbreak live side 
by side.

It isn't always easy to imagine the daily 
realities of families living thousands of miles 
away from Australia, but we believe these 
stories will bring their world closer to yours. 
You're about to meet Denis, whose mother 
watches seizures steal his sleep four hours 
at a time. Miranda, who held seed packets 
like they might disappear after watching her 
disabled son suffer and wondering what her 
children would eat. Children like Gabriela, 
who stole food to survive before finding 
safety. And Maria, who discovered joy at 81 
after eight decades of accumulated pain.

These families face barriers that seem 
impossible to overcome—disabilities without 
support systems, poverty without escape 
routes, abuse without safe havens, and aging 
without dignity. But in each story, you'll 
witness something extraordinary: what 

happens when Christ's love reaches across 
continents through generous supporters like 
you and Mission Without Borders working 
together.

As part of a global community of supporters 
spanning many countries, your generosity 
becomes the bridge between despair and 
possibility. Where hope fades and need is 
overwhelming, God works through your 
support and our teams to create spaces 
where traumatized children can finally speak 
their truth, gives tools that restore dignity 
alongside addressing hunger, and reminds 
elderly women forgotten by the world that 
they are precious in His sight.

These aren't just stories about surviving—
they're stories about what happens when the 
body of Christ refuses to let distance have the 
final word.

Welcome to their world. Welcome to hope 
breaking through.

"I feel happy when Valentina 
comes to visit me. I have a 
sense of inner peace because 
we pray together. I know that 
God works through people. 
I really don't know what I 
would do if I wasn't part 
of this project. Thank you, 
truly."

In Leova, Moldova, over 30% of people are elderly, and 
many of them are battling poverty and loneliness, trying 
to survive on a meagre pension, just like Dumitru. They 
look to winter with dread, knowing they lack the money 
to make their homes warm. Join us in providing elderly 
people and families with much-needed support in winter 



At fourteen, Denis has never spoken his mother's 
name or taken his first steps. He lives with his 
parents and sister in Romania, where love fills every 
corner, but hope feels far away.

Denis was born with conditions affecting his brain, 
muscles, and spine. He has autism and seizures 
that strike without warning. At three months old, 
Anisoara watched her baby slip away.

"He started eating less, he lost a lot of weight, and 
he couldn't move his head properly. It seemed as 
though he suddenly became unresponsive," she 
remembers.

"It feels like every time we visit the doctor, we come 
back with a new diagnosis. We haven't been given 
any hope that he could recover from any of it."

In Romania, families like Denis's tumble into 
bureaucracy and broken promises. With only 
one support teacher for every 47 children with 
disabilities, parents watch their children's potential 
slip away.

Seizures hold the family hostage. Denis sleeps only 
four hours nightly. Both parents can barely work. 
When Florin takes jobs abroad, Anisoara moves 
in with her mother because facing seizures alone 
paralyses her.

"I panic a lot when Denis has epileptic fits, and I 
can't be alone with him," she says.

Being Roma adds heartbreak. "When I go with 
my child to the doctor, they treat me differently 
because of my heritage," Anisoara says.

The breaking point came in a hospital room. "I 
reached a point where I fell into depression, and I 
considered leaving him in a children's institution. 
However, I came to my senses eventually and 
realised that I didn't want to give him up."

Two years ago, Denis joined Mission Without Borders' 
child sponsorship program. This wasn't just aid—it 
was an invitation into family.

Costi doesn't just visit—he enters their world. He 
knows Denis's favourite songs, celebrates good days, 
and sits with Anisoara when she's overwhelmed. For 
a family used to fighting alone, having someone who 
genuinely cares changes everything.

"Resources for families with disabilities are 
significantly lacking in Romania. Emotional support 
services are rarely offered, leaving families 
struggling alone," Costi explains.

The groceries, clothes, and nappies mean one less 
worry. But it's the emotional support that transforms 
this family. "The regular support helps Denis's family 
to find resilience and optimism. They no longer feel 
alone in their struggles," Costi observes.

For the first time in fourteen years, Anisoara doesn't 
feel like she's drowning.

Now, when Denis has seizures, she panics, but she's 
not alone. When he responds to music or moves 
to avoid hurting their puppy, someone celebrates. 
When she doubts herself, Costi reminds her: 
"Anisoara is a good mother."

Hope has returned. Denis lights up when music 
plays, beams when his mother returns. His parents 
now have emotional space to notice these moments 
instead of just surviving.

"While we search for solutions that fit his needs and 
our budget, we're committed to offering him a safe 
environment and showering him with as much love 
as possible," Anisoara says.

She can say that with hope instead of despair—
because she knows someone else believes in Denis 
too. Someone else sees him as a beloved child worth 
fighting for.

"People make plans, but 
then life happens. I hadn't 
thought much about what 
I wanted Denis to become, 
but now, all I want is to 
see him walking." 

Anisoara, Denis's mother

WHEN TOMORROW 
LOOKS 
DIFFERENT THAN 
YESTERDAY



SPONSORING A FAMILY

For just $45 a month, sponsors can 
take one of four sponsorship spots 
for families like Nicholai's, providing 
regular food parcels, clothing, 
household essentials, and the support 
they desperately need. The children 
get school supplies and shoes that fit, 
they can attend programs where they 
find friendship and learn about God's 
love, and perhaps most importantly, 
the whole family discovers they're not 
alone anymore.

SPONSOR A FAMILY TODAY 
(02) 9647 2022 

On the edge of the small Romanian village the gravel road turned to mud and our car 
slid slightly as the rain pelted down. We were on our way to meet a new family, joining 
the Mission Without Borders program.

Nicholai and his 7 children live in a single roomed house on the outskirts of the village. 
He is a single dad, his wife having left the family some years ago, struggling to care for 
his children.

When we went inside Nicholai was serving up a meal for his 3 youngest boys, about to 
arrive home after attending a weekly kids club at the local church.  The food had been 
cooked over a wood heater in the corner of the room and when I looked in the bowls I 
saw a simple potato stew. 

The three boys tumbled into the house, drenched after walking up the hill from the 
village in the rain.  They were carrying large bottles of water. With no running water in 
the house, water is collected from a well in the village. The kitchen consisted of the wood 

heater, and I quickly realised that the bathroom was out near the vegetable garden – some 
cloth held up with sticks for a bit of privacy but saturated in the rain.

We asked Nicholai about the work opportunities in his village. Unemployment is very 
high in rural parts of Romania, especially for those with little education and are without 
transport.  Nicholai sometimes gets paid for doing odd jobs for his neighbours or working as 
a day labourer. He carries water, collects firewood and does everything he can to put food on 
the table for his family, but it is easy to see how little they have to eat.

Nicholai showed us his hands, shaking. I go to bed every night, shaking from exhaustion 
from trying to work enough to care for my family” he told us.

Alex, the local MWB coordinator for this village, told Nicholai that he would return with 
some food and clothing for the kids.  They are not alone.  There are people who care and will 
help them. 

Nicholai’s eyes filled with tears as he thanked us for helping his children, not only through 
the gift of food but also for the kids programs at the local church, where they find warmth, 
friendship and learn about Jesus. When the school year starts, these boys will have the 
school supplies they need, shoes that fit, and we pray that they will have a new hope for life, 
growing in their hearts.

ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF HOPE
WHAT SARAH PATERSON LEARNED ABOUT HOPE  
IN A SINGLE ROOM WITH SEVEN CHILDREN

https://www.missionwithoutborders.org.au/sponsorships/family-sponsorship?utm_source=mag&utm_medium=dig&utm_campaign=25
https://www.missionwithoutborders.org.au/sponsorships/family-sponsorship?utm_source=mag&utm_medium=dig&utm_campaign=25


WHERE VOICES 
FINALLY MATTER

"I feel so good when 
I'm here, it's like I'm in 
heaven. I wouldn't ever 
want to leave." 

Gabriela, 12

In Cantemir, Moldova, twelve-year-old Gabriela 
was aggressive, violent, and stealing food to 
survive when she first walked into Mission 
Without Borders' community centre.

"Unfortunately for many children here, their 
homes feel like a living hell where fighting, 
abuse, and unsanitary conditions are common. 
You always know these children by their 
behaviour issues when they come to the day 
centre," explains Boris Garconita, who works 
for MWB supporting sponsored children.

Gabriela lives with her mother, stepfather, 
three siblings and two cousins in an old house 
without a bathroom or toilet. "Her stepfather 
drinks very often, and sometimes he'll drink 
nonstop for days; the mother also drinks a lot. 
The mother and children are often physically 
abused, and they're always anxious and afraid 
when the stepfather is drunk. For Gabriela, 
home is a place of distress."

"I asked her why she was stealing and she said, 
'I don't want to steal, but when I haven't eaten 
for a day or two, I'm so hungry and so I do it.'"

Something shifted when Gabriela found 
consistent safety, food, and care at the centre. 
The transformation wasn't instant—it was built 
through daily acts of love.

"Since Gabriela started attending the youth 
club regularly, she has become calmer and 
more peaceful. She has changed her speech and 
behavior. Gabriela doesn't steal anymore and 
has no problems with the police."

During a Bible lesson about healing, eleven-year-old Ilona 
suddenly burst into tears. After years of silence, she revealed 
she had been sexually abused. The volunteer immediately 
notified MWB staff, who worked with authorities and her 
family. Through speaking out and receiving support, the 
traumatic hold over Ilona's life was broken.

"Ilona received full healing from this burden that she carried 
alone for many years. After opening up about what happened 
to her, Ilona became so much more joyful, energetic and 
sociable," Boris recalls.

This is what happens when children discover their voices 
matter. "Many children at our children's club have opened 
up about the hurts and trauma they've experienced. Here, 
children hear about God and receive peace and healing. Their 
hearts open up to receive the care, love and acceptance they 
find in God and reflected in the MWB staff and volunteers, 
and this changes them."

The community centre offers more than hot meals and 
homework help—it provides something these children have 
never experienced: unconditional safety and belief in their 
worth.

"At MWB's community centre, children are given good food 
placed on a clean, beautifully arranged table; here they do 
their homework; here they can take a shower or wash their 
clothes. It's also a place where children learn to master skills 
for the future."

"Being close to children like Gabriela and Ilona, you see how, 
over the months, they change. If they were aggressive, they 
become calm; if they were reserved, they become friendly and 
smiling; you see how they heal emotionally, spiritually," Boris 
observes.

In Cantemir, 70% of the 490 children enrolled have at 
least one parent with alcohol issues. Thirty percent have 
two alcoholic parents. Yet these children are discovering 
something revolutionary: they belong somewhere safe.

"Most of all, we can help them to find a better home in Jesus. 
In Him they will always belong and be safe, and his love and 
compassion will never fail or disappoint them."

HELP A CHILD FIND THEIR 
VOICE  

Children like Gabriela and 
Ilona need safe spaces where 
they can heal from trauma, 
receive daily care, and learn 
they matter. 

Your support creates these 
life-saving community 
centers.

https://www.missionwithoutborders.org.au/appeals/after-school


ABOUT OUR MISSION

      

REAL CHANGE IN EASTERN EUROPE
BECAUSE OF YOU, HOPE SHINES BRIGHTER IN EASTERN EUROPE.
You're part of an international Christian mission working directly with families facing 
poverty, crisis, and hardship. Together, we're creating sustainable change—one person, one 
family, one community at a time.

YOUR SUPPORT IN ACTION

Your partnership provides families with practical 
tools to build stability—from food security and 
job training to sustainable income opportunities 
that create long-term independence.

Because of you, children and adults gain essential 
skills through tutoring, school supplies, vocational 
training, and life skills development, which opens 
doors to better futures.

Your investment helps at-risk families find 
stability and hope through direct sponsorship, 
family support programs, and comprehensive care 
that keeps children safe and loved.

SUPPORTING VULNERABLE FAMILIES

CREATING EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIESBREAKING POVERTY CYCLES

Because of you, children and adults gain essential 
skills through tutoring, school supplies, vocational 
training, and life skills development, which opens 
doors to better futures.

CARING FOR THE ELDERLY

When war, disaster, or economic crisis strikes, you 
enable us to respond quickly with food, hygiene 
supplies, clothing, and practical care—providing 
help when it's most critical.

WHEN CRISIS STRIKES

WHERE WE WORK

248 
STAFF

461 
PARTNER CHURCHES

173 
COMMUNITIES

1378  
VOLUNTEERS

Post-Communist Recovery Decades: of harsh 
communist rule damaged infrastructure and 
opportunities. We support rural communities 
through education programmes, job training, and 
family strengthening initiatives.

Post-War Rebuilding: Civil war trauma continues 
to affect displaced families and minority 
communities. We provide educational support, 
food security, family counselling, and community 
development programs.

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA

ALBANIA

Rural Development: Widespread poverty affects 
rural areas, especially Roma communities. We 
deliver educational support, vocational training, 
elderly care, and programmes designed to break 
generational poverty patternsl.

BULGARIA

Europe's Poorest Nation: As Europe's poorest country, 
Moldova faces hunger, migration, separation, 
and harsh winters. We provide child sponsorship, 
family support, warm clothing, and mentorship 
program.

Remote Village Outreach: Children in remote 
villages lack educational opportunities and 
face abandonment. We provide school support, 
agricultural training, youth camps, and family 
strengthening programs.

ROMANIA

MOLDOVA

War Zone Support: Ongoing conflict has displaced 
millions and destroyed communities. We provide 
emergency relief, trauma support, food and 
shelter assistance, and long-term rebuilding 
support.

UKRAINE

MISSION WITHOUT BORDERS OPERATES IN EASTERN EUROPE'S 
MOST CHALLENGING REGIONS



FROM SHADOWS  
TO LIGHT
MARIA'S JOURNEY 
THROUGH COMMUNISM 
TO JOY AT 81 

Maria sits in her small Romanian home without 
running water or a bathroom, her weathered 
hands holding pages from the Book of Psalms. At 
81, she has found something she never expected 
to discover: pure joy.

"My life has been a chain of sadness. I don't 
have any happy memories," she says, her voice 
carrying decades of accumulated pain.

Born into poverty under Communist Romania, 
Maria watched her childhood disappear into food 
queues and survival. "I was just a little girl when 
my mother neglected me in the hopes that I 
would die. She eventually chose to give me up for 
adoption to one of her cousins."

At fourteen, she married. At fifteen, she held her 
first baby. Nine children followed—one daughter 
died shortly after birth, but under Communism, 
they wouldn't tell her why. "I was very young, 
actually 15, when I had her and didn't dare to ask 
for more information."

Under Ceaușescu's regime: Life was 
incredibly hard. Official rations of bread, eggs, 
meat, and oil were not only insufficient but 
mostly missing from stores. People stood 
in queues for days. Heating, hot water, and 
electricity were cut off daily. Maria worked 
wherever she could find it, often paid with food 
instead of money.

Decades of unregistered work meant no official 
pension. Today, Maria receives just 70 Euros 
monthly in disability allowance after falling from 
a horse-drawn wagon, which injured her back. 
She lives with her husband—"My marriage life 
reads like a novel, a very intense one"—and an 
adult son with a chronic illness.

Twenty years ago, everything changed with a 
desperate prayer. "We didn't have a church in 
our village during Communism. But one of my 
grandsons was very sick with a slim chance of 
ever recovering. I asked God to heal him, and 
to everyone's surprise, He did. It was then that I 

decided this is the God I want to follow."

The transformation wasn't immediate—it was 
built through twenty years of discovering she 
wasn't alone anymore. Her faith became "the only 
thing I never want to lose."

Today, Daniel from Mission Without Borders visits 
regularly, bringing food parcels, hygiene items, 
and something Maria had rarely experienced: 
consistent human kindness. "The cooking oil I 
receive through the food parcels means so much 
to me. Every bit of support I receive from the 
Mission is so important to me, and of great help."

She reflects on the cruel irony: "Providing 
for my children during Communism was 
such a huge everyday challenge, and now, I 
find myself grappling with the difficulty of 
sustaining myself on a meagre income."
But something has shifted in Maria's narrative. 
The woman who began with "a chain of 
sadness" now speaks of worship as "pure 
joy." In her small home without modern 
conveniences, she has found what eluded her 
for eight decades... belonging.

Maria represents thousands of elderly Romanians 
whose pensions remain devastatingly low due to 
unregistered work under Communism. Most have 
endured profound hardship, loss, and trauma. Yet 
Maria's story whispers something revolutionary—
that it's never too late for light to break through.

In a life defined by endurance, Maria discovered 
that survival was just the beginning. Joy, it turns 
out, can arrive at any age, in any circumstance, 
when someone believes you're worth visiting, 
worth caring for, worth seeing as more than your 
struggles.

The pages of Psalms in her hands aren't just 
words anymore—they're promises fulfilled, proof 
that even after decades in shadows, light still 
finds its way home. 

"My faith is the only thing I never want to lose. 
Singing, worshipping, and praying together with 
my brothers and sisters is pure joy."  - Maria



For families across Eastern Europe, the question 
"How am I going to feed my children today?" 
haunts daily life. Food insecurity affects 
countless households struggling with scarce 
jobs, low wages, and rising prices. The war in 
Ukraine has worsened the crisis, disrupting 
agriculture and driving costs higher.

Miranda, 45, cares for three children alone in 
Albania. Her eldest son, Nesti, 21, has autism 
and needs constant attention—she can't work. 
When his disability benefits stopped, she faced 
impossible choices.

"I don't have the power to face everything in my 
life. It's not easy being alone and raising three 
children in such conditions."

SEEDS OF CHANGE

Instead of temporary food aid, Miranda received 
something transformative: seeds and gardening 
tools. Not charity, but opportunity.

"There is hope and the promise of food inside 
each of these seeds, and they are already 
blooming! I never had the right tools for 
planting before now, but thanks to MWB's 
support, my family can look forward to 
eating fresh, nutritious food such as carrots, 
cucumbers, tomatoes, beans, and fresh salad."

DIGNITY THROUGH WORK

In Bosnia-Herzegovina, Salih needed work, not 
handouts. As a single father of three, he knew 
forestry, but employers expect workers to own 
expensive chainsaws.

"To be fully employed in the forestry industry, 
you need to invest in your own tools because 
employers don't provide expensive tools—they 
expect you to have your own. I couldn't afford 
them."

When someone provided him with the 
equipment he needed, Salih regained more 
than just employment—he restored his role as 
a provider.

"You have equipped my children, you enabled 
me to have a job that allows me to keep 
providing a decent life for us. And what more 
could a father want?"

RIPPLE EFFECTS
These programs create lasting change. Families 
learn agricultural skills, food preservation, 
and cultivation techniques. Children witness 
resilience. Communities benefit as neighbours 
seek similar opportunities, and local economies 
strengthen when families spend less on basic 
food.

Miranda's son Amarildo, 16, watched his mother 
transform: "This is going to lower my mum's 
stress levels. It's so good to see her smile."

A reliable food source catalyses families' 
journey from surviving to thriving. By 
empowering individuals with resources and 
skills, these programmes help them walk in 
freedom, positively impacting communities as 
they step into their potential.

Miranda no longer asks, "How will I feed my 
children tomorrow?" Now she asks, "What 
should we plant next?"

"There is hope and the promise of food 
inside each of these seeds, and they are 
already blooming!"  
Miranda, single mother of three, Albania

HELP SUPPORT 
UNDERPRIVILEGED 
FAMILIES  
ONE SEED AT 
A TIME

GIVE FAMILIES THE TOOLS TO 
CHANGE THEIR STORY
Help families like Miranda's grow their 
way out of poverty with seeds, tools, and 
training. Your support provides what they 
need to feed their families today and 
build independence for tomorrow.

https://www.missionwithoutborders.org.au/harvest-hope-in-eastern-europe?utm_source=mag&utm_medium=dig&utm_campaign=25
https://www.missionwithoutborders.org.au/harvest-hope-in-eastern-europe?utm_source=mag&utm_medium=dig&utm_campaign=25
https://www.missionwithoutborders.org.au/harvest-hope-in-eastern-europe?utm_source=mag&utm_medium=dig&utm_campaign=25


HEARTS UNITED ACROSS 
CONTINENTS

MARKET DAYS WITH PURPOSEMARKET DAYS WITH PURPOSE
he Heart and Hands group from Rivers Church 
of Christ gathers around tables to craft together, 
then sets up their colourful "Heart and Hands 
for the Poor and Powerless" stall at Brisbane 
markets. Their smiling faces show the joy they 
find in turning creativity into compassion.

"We are thrilled to be able to do something small 
in partnering with MWB and the amazing work 
that is happening."

SKILLS TRANSFORMED INTO SUPPORTSKILLS TRANSFORMED INTO SUPPORT
Across Australia, supporters are discovering 
that their hobbies and talents—from knitting to 
woodworking, baking to crafting—can become 
powerful tools for change when directed toward 
helping others.
Every handmade item sold becomes meals for 
Denis, dignity for Maria, and safety for children 
like Gabriela. 

BUILDING BRIDGES ACROSS CONTINENTS  BUILDING BRIDGES ACROSS CONTINENTS  
  

What does it look like to be truly a mission 
without borders? It looks like this.
Children from Life Camps Australia wrote 
letters to vulnerable kids attending our Mission 
Without Borders camps in Eastern Europe. 
Today, in the summer of Moldova, we witnessed 
pure joy as these children read messages from 
their Australian friends - and eagerly wrote 
responses back.

THANK YOU FOR CHOOSING CONNECTIONTHANK YOU FOR CHOOSING CONNECTION
Whether you give monthly, volunteer your Whether you give monthly, volunteer your 
time, craft items for fundraising, or simply time, craft items for fundraising, or simply 
share our stories or find a way to connect with share our stories or find a way to connect with 
those we are reaching in Eastern Europe —those we are reaching in Eastern Europe —
you're proving that distance means nothing you're proving that distance means nothing 
when hearts are united by compassion.when hearts are united by compassion.

YOUR WAY TO REACH PEOPLE IN EASTERN YOUR WAY TO REACH PEOPLE IN EASTERN 
EUROPEEUROPE

The stories on these pages represent thousands of 
families across Eastern Europe who are waiting for 
someone to notice, someone to care, someone to 
believe their lives matter. Behind each statistic is a 
real person facing real struggles—parents watching 
their children go hungry, elderly people forgotten 
by the world, children growing up without safety or 
hope.

The families we serve don't just need financial 
support, though that's vital. They need to know 
they're not forgotten. They need prayers whispered 
on their behalf. They need communities of people who 
will stand with them for the long haul, not just for a 
moment of charity but for a lifetime of partnership.

JOIN OUR PRAYER COMMUNITYJOIN OUR PRAYER COMMUNITY
Download our monthly prayer guide to pray 
intentionally into the lives being reached in Eastern 
Europe and lifting up our parnter churches and 
community centres.

RUN A SOUP-FOR-SOUP FUNDRAISERRUN A SOUP-FOR-SOUP FUNDRAISER
For $250, you can provide 100 meals through our For $250, you can provide 100 meals through our 
soup kitchens serving homeless individuals and soup kitchens serving homeless individuals and 
struggling families.struggling families.

STAY CONNECTEDSTAY CONNECTED
Sign Up to receive regular updates to follow the Sign Up to receive regular updates to follow the 
ongoing journeys of families across Albania, ongoing journeys of families across Albania, 
Moldova, Romania, Ukraine, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Moldova, Romania, Ukraine, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
and Bulgaria, and see how your support and life-and Bulgaria, and see how your support and life-
changing programs are creates lasting change.changing programs are creates lasting change.

FUNDRAISE YOUR WAYFUNDRAISE YOUR WAY
Whether it's a morning tea, craft workshop, or Whether it's a morning tea, craft workshop, or 
community gathering, we'll provide you with community gathering, we'll provide you with 
resources as you use your skills to share the work resources as you use your skills to share the work 
of Mission Without Borders with those in your of Mission Without Borders with those in your 
community.community.

FIND WAYS TO GET INVOLVED 
WITH OUR MISSION 
COMMUNITY

https://www.missionwithoutborders.org.au/get-involved


ADI'S STORY
FINDING FAMILY WHERE LOVE LIVES

"I'm blessed to know that God is my greatest 
support. I have God and my friends, and that's 
more than enough." — Adi, 46, MWB volunteer 
for nearly 20 years

Adi was abandoned the moment he entered 
the world. Born with disabilities, he spent his 
childhood watching his siblings grow up with 
parents who couldn't bear to look at him.

"My parents left me as soon as I was born after 
seeing my disabilities," says Adrian, who survived 
Communist Romania's brutal orphanages while 
his four siblings lived at home.

His sister became a famous athlete, celebrated on 
TV. She lives nearby but has never visited. "It's 
our parents' problem to deal with," she once said 
about her disabled brother.

For years, Adi brought flowers to his mother on 
Mother's Day. She would take them through the 
window, then send him away without a word.

LIFE IN COMMUNIST ORPHANAGES
Under Ceaușescu's regime, tens of thousands 
of unwanted children were abandoned to 
state care. Lack of funding led to terrible 
conditions—children neglected, malnourished, 
and mistreated. Disabled children faced 
institutionalisation as a matter of course.
"One of my good friends couldn't bear to see me 
getting my hopes crushed over and over again. He 
told me I shouldn't visit her anymore and that I 
didn't deserve this humiliation. So I stopped."

THAT'S WHEN ADI DISCOVERED SOMETHING HIS 
BIRTH FAMILY NEVER GAVE HIM: UNCONDITIONAL 
BELONGING.

In the orphanage, he found his first real family 
among other forgotten children. When Mission 
Without Borders began visiting in 1990, bringing 
food, love, and hope, Adi found his second family.

"I first heard about God while in the orphanage, 

when Mission Without Borders started visiting 
us. Those moments were filled with joy, laughter, 
and a sense of belonging that we hadn't felt 
before."

MWB supported Adi through school and 
protected him from exploitation. Someone offered 
to take him to France to beg on the streets—
because of his disabilities, they saw easy money. 
Thanks to MWB's support, "I knew I had far 
better prospects than a life of begging."

ADI'S LIFE TODAY
Today, Adi works at a successful bakery and 
spends every evening volunteering at MWB's 
warehouse. For nearly 20 years, he's been there—
never missing Operation Christmas Love packing 
week, taking vacation time to help spread joy to 
struggling families.

"Almost every day, after work, he can be found at 
the warehouse helping with whatever needs to be 
done," says Cornel, MWB's warehouse chief. "I 
am constantly amazed by his strength, especially 
as he has to do everything with only one hand. 
What stands out most is that he never complains."

The man who was rejected for his disabilities 
has become irreplaceable. "We could leave the 
warehouse in his care, and we'd have no worries," 
says logistics manager Viorel.

Adi hasn't seen his biological family in years, 
though they live nearby. "I hold no resentment 
towards my parents and family anymore. Instead, 
I pray that one day they, too, will come to know 
God's love."

What they threw away, others treasured. What 
they saw as a burden, others see as a blessing. "My 
heart is content with my faith," Adi says. "I don't 
want to be rich. I've always appreciated the simple 
moments."

The child nobody wanted became the man 
everyone depends on. Sometimes, the family that 
finds you is better than the one that made you.



IGNITE HEARTS WITH A DYNAMIC 
SPEAKER AT YOUR CHURCH

Mission Without Borders' Australian 
staff and ambassadors journey 
through our states, advocating for 
the impoverished and marginalised in 
Eastern Europe.  

We aim to connect with churches and 
groups, sharing powerful stories that 
tell the need of those in Eastern Europe 
and the tangible impacts of your 
support.  

By uniting globally, we can facilitate 
the discovery of God's salvation and 
break the poverty cycle. 

BECOME AN MWB AMBASSADOR AND 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

If you're passionate about supporting 
those in need across Eastern Europe, 
we'd love to talk with you about 
becoming an ambassador in your 
community. Together, we can help raise 
awareness and amplify the voices of 
the families and children we serve. 

As an MWB Ambassador, you can 
share your experiences, fundraise, 
and inspire others to join the journey 
with Mission Without Borders. Whether 
it’s through social media, blogging, 
or hosting events, the possibilities to 
make an impact are endless. 

1% TRANSFORMS GENERATIONS
YOUR FAMILY COMES FIRST. THAT'S EXACTLY AS IT 
SHOULD BE. BUT EVEN SETTING ASIDE JUST 1% OF YOUR 
ESTATE CAN CREATE A LASTING LEGACY OF HOPE THAT 
TRANSFORMS GENERATIONS OF FAMILIES IN EASTERN 
EUROPE.

WHILE YOUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN INHERIT 
YOUR LOVE AND PROVISION, CHILDREN IN EASTERN 
EUROPE CAN INHERIT SOMETHING PRECIOUS TOO: THE 
CHANCE FOR A DIFFERENT FUTURE.

CONTACT OUR OFFICE TO LEARN HOW YOUR 1% CAN 
TRANSFORM GENERATIONS FOREVER.

JOIN OUR COMMUNITY

Location

Head Office 
Unit 49, 8 Avenue of the Americas 
Newington, NSW 2127

Charity Info

ABN: 38000827798 
Annual Report: www.mwb.org.au

Ways to Give

Online: www.mwb.org.au/donate 
Phone: 02 9647 2022

Contact

PO Box 7533 
Silverwater NSW 2128 
www.mwb.org.au 
029647 2022 
australia@mwbi.org
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38,000 FOOD 
BOXES
DISTRIBUTED TO FAMILIES 
IN NEED AT CHRISTMAS

8,692 PEOPLE
RECEIVED MONTHLY 
BIBLE TEACHING 

125931 MEALS
SERVED THROUGH OUR SOUP  
KITCHEN PROJECTS

6,638 CHILDREN
ATTENDED SUMMER CAMP

81,785 BIBLES
AND CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE 
DISTRIBUTED

YOUR IMPACT 

THANK YOU FOR 
HELPING TO 
TRANSFORM LIVES 
IN JESUS NAME
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